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The Caſe of Mixt-Communion, dij- 
courſed in a Friendly Dialogue be- 
twixt 4 Miniſter; and a Noncon= 
forming-Pariſhioner. 


MINISTER, 
oe noe 63 om 7 
to bave a little Diſcourſe with you upon 4- 
tion, that you beve nt ben xt the Sacrament th 
, notwithſtanding ſbops Order, which 
know aiſo was but according to ar 


any Biſhops Orders or any bamane Law, but in Obedience to 
true Biſhop of all our Souls, 


the chief Shepherd 
Sheep, Le onry top to np 
As to your Preſenting me, Sir, I cannot 


_ Place, 


——_—  — fo as we ſhall have 
: e it not, your Preſenting will 
Love to my Seal, but malice to my Perſon, 
and a deſign to ſerve ſome turn : i 

my Self as one of thoſe Sheep 
ter, and that my coming to 
vented it. Beſides that Sir, I alwa 
Force in ſuch a Caſe as this, and 
which kept me away, yet the the 
that were Sixtgen Tears of Age 
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The Caſe of Mixt-Communion. 
Min. I pray Neighbour, why do you ſay ſo? 
Pariſh. Becauſe Sir, 1 cannot underſtand of what Complexion 

that Soul ſhould be, that ſhould be forced to the Lord's Table ; 

for whereas all Perſons are either Worthy, or not Worthy, prepa- 
red both babitually, and aFnally, or not ſo prepared, To force 
thoſe who are not prepared, and who muſt there Eat, and Drink 

unworthily, as (if we may, believe St, Paul) 1 Cor. 11. 27, 29. 

to force Men upon the guilt of the Body, and -Biood of Chrift, and 

upon eating and drinking Damnation or Judgment to themſelves, 
both which are certaialy very great Craelties. If they be prepared 
both babitzally, and aFually, they either have ſuch apprebenſyons of 
themſelves, or they lic ueder contrary Appreben{1ons. 1f they lie 
under contrary Apprebenſzons, it is a forcing them to Eat doubting, 
which is contrary to their Duty, Rom. 4. 23.1 ſuch a Caſe they 
ought to be argued out of their Doubts, not forced to yo while 
they Doubt; this were a compelling them to break God's Com- 
mandments. If they apprehend themſelves worthy, and prepared, 
they need not be forced, they will come faſt enough of them- 
ſelves; we have ſeldom heard of forcing Men to go tÞ a Neigh- 
bours Feaſt; how it ſhould be proper to force Men to the Lord's 
+ Holy Feaſt, I do not well underſtand, nor do | know one Line 
of Scripture, or Scriptural Reaſon, that. can juſtifie any force ia 
the Caſe ? | 
Min. You ſpeak well, but wby may they not be forced to get them- 
ſelves worthy, and to prepare themſelves, and ſo to come ? Or if they 
be prepared, and worthy, why may' they not be forced to judge them- 
ſelves worthy ? | | 
Pariſh. Sir, 1 always underſtood, that thoſe only were Worthy 

Communicants, who were able to diſcern the Lord's Body, and 'to 

examine themſelves, and who bad' examined themſelves, 1 Cor. 

11.28, 29. And that the Points we are to exa vine or Selwves wp- 

on, are, Whether we be in the .Faizb ? Whethey Chriſt be in us, yea 

or n0? 2 Cor. 13. 5. and that the Apoſtles meaning by exami- 

#ing our Selves, whether we be in the Faith, or no, could not 

be, whether we be Heathens, or baptized Chriſtians ( that Exa- 

mination would be ſoon diſpatched ) but whether we have -by 

Faith accepted, and applied Chriſt ro our Souls tor Juſtification, 

Now Sir, it ſeemeth to me a very odd thing ro talk of forcing 

Men to believe im Feſus Chriſt, it being a thing nor in our Power, 
but of the Gift of God, Eph. 2. 8. The Operation of God, Col, 

2. 12, all that with any pretence Men cag be forced unto, 1s'the 
| Y uſe 
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WCET If CHA to ties 
uſe of thoſe external means, by which Men | 
the Lord's Body, and to believe in Jeſus Chr 
no forcing of People to” be: Catecbized and- 
hear of forcing Men ( whether inſtructed or 
Sacrament, which I cannot underſtand. 
though it hath been a Queſtion, Whetber"s ] 
Law, may not be by Force IT ———— 
on, Whither Religeom might by 
tive of which nonebut Papiſts/ever wonld- . To 
Men to do what is not in their Power todo, or at leaſt 
they canuot do without a danger of the guilt of the Body and 
of Chrift, ſounds in my Ears very uncouthly. And $ 
pe by Goals, and c:il Penalties, Men to:think themſelves 
every whit as odd ; we have nothing'Free, -if our Tho 
not fo. F | | 
1 Min. Tos know Neigbbouy that Judas was at the Sacrament, 
was a4 Traytor ? | | 
.* Pariſh. | do not know'it Sir; but on the contrary, T kno 
you cannot prove it,” for | as- it is no rr that | 
ſhould ſtay after. our Saviour had ſo openly ditcc him to/ 
the Traytor, Matth, 26.-25. Nor that: if he had, he would 
been ſo ready with his Band of Souldiers as he was; 
ſures me that he immediatey went out, when' be recerved 
which related | to the. Paſſover, afrer which was the 
{tration of the Supper. But'Sir, this Argument for- Unbelivers 
right to the Sacrament, is juſt like the Popsts Argument, for 
Peter's Primacy. from his being at Kome, of which our Divines - 
vſe to ſay, That if they could prove'it, it were — 
their Purpoſe ; but they can A ___Y while they live. 
That which Sir alone can. be concluded from Tudas his recth- 
ving the- r ( if he did recive-at } is, That if a Man be's 
knowing - Perſon in the Things of Relogion, a Profeſſor of it, and bis 
Profeſhon be not comtradifted by a leud Life ' an n—_ . 
Cburch ought «pon Ins deſire and willingneſs to it, receive bimi'to the 
Ordinance of the Supper. It will neither - prove, that" ſpot a" one 
hath any true right to it, nor yet: that evefy-ſocti one may be 
compelled to it, Now Sir, 1 freely grautall this, without put- 
ting you upon ſo impoſſible a Task, as to- prove that Chriſt-did 
give that Ordinance. to Judas. . 

Min. / perceive that our "Mixt-Communion is one great | 
that ſtumbleth you, wn that Point 1 would gladly - ſatisfie you, if 
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6 The Caſe of Mixt-Communion. 
be not done already, 'I- ſuppoſe you' bave 'ſeen, aud read d late Book 
called, The Caſe of Mixt-Communioa. 

Pariſh. 1 have both ſeen and read-it. 

Min. / pray Sir, what do you think of it. 

Pariſh, \n. many things Sir the of it ſpeaketh very well, 
and I perfectly agree with him ; but there are other things -ia 
which I cannot yaderſtand, how he agreeth with himſelf, more 
than with me; and there are other in which he ſeemeth 
well enough to agree with himſelf, but he doth not agree with 
me, nor |] with him. 

Min. 1 Pray Neighbour, let us Diſcourſe over that Book a little, 
for indeed there is the moſt that we are able to ſay ; Do you not ( us 
he ſaith ) miſtake in the matter of a Church, thinking that only real 
Saints are the Matter of a Church. 1f you do, what ſay you to bis 
firſt Propoſition, That an external Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, is enough to qualific a Perſon to be admitted a Member 
of Chriſts Church. 

Pariſh. It by an external Profeſſor, he means a werbal Profeſſi- 
ox not contradicted by a ſcandalous Converſation, 1 fully agree 
with him, Nay, I will yield him more thanhe asks, for Bepti- 
xed Childres make no ſuch perſonal Profeſſion, yet I believe them 
true Members of the Catholick viſible Church ( as all circumciſed 
Children were Members of the Fewiſh Church ) nor can I con- 

.ceive in- what other Senſe the calleth Children Holy. 
' but either as Baptized, or the ren of as were ſo, 1 
will freely grant, that all Holy Perſons are not fic to be 
admitted, but aFzally admitted Members of the I mean 
. the Yi/ſable Church, Therefore Sir, to ſhorten our Diſcourſe, you 
may paſs over that Reverend Authors Ten firſt Pages, for grant- 
ing his Propoſition it is no great Matter, whether 1 grant it gpog 
his Arguments, or ſome of my own, and for any Particular Ex- 
preſſions, which 1 may poſſibly doubt the Truth of, it being 
not my Deſign either to expoſe any Perſons weakneſs, or to op- 
poſe my own Underſtanding to any others, it is impertinent tg 
4aſiſt vpon them. [I pray Sir read his Second Propoſition, p. 11. 

Min. The Second Propoſition is, That every ſuch Member, bath 
4 Yight to all the External Priviledges of the Charch, till by bis Con- 
tinuance in ſome notorious, and ſcandalous Sins, be forfeits that right, 
and by the juſt Cenſures of the Church for ſuch Bebaviour, be be atF- 
ally excluded from thoſe Proviledges. 
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8 The Caſe of Mixt-Commntor. 
as (antecedaneouſly to that) had no Right, 'and are now ſo ad- 
judged by the Church. "45a Sig >. 

Min. 'But - we muſt confider our ſeltnes as 'Members 'of a Ohuroh, 
and what ever Right they may want; in owt Eyes they wit" tone, 
wntil the Church bath declared by F xcommunication. 

Pariſh. Of that Sir | very much doubt. 1 moſt freely grant 
you, that as the Church judgeth not of ſecret © Things, but of 
Things that appear, ſo neither ought any Private Chryſtvan ; but 
that the «»worthin ſs of a'Perſon to receive thoſe Holy Myſteries, 
can appear to us no other way bot by Excommunication ;, is what 
I deny, and 1 think vpon ſuch Evidence of Reaſon as cannot be 
contradifted. For they cannot be excommunicated, till their un- 
worthinefs doth appear : Can any Thing be plainer, than that 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.'5.'11. Ibave wrete to you, 'not to keep Cong» 
pany, if any Man that is called a "Brother be a Fornicitor, or Cove- 
fous, or an Jdolater, or a Railer, &r a Drunkard, of an Extortioner, 
with ſuch a one not 'to Fat. | Upon which the Author of the- Caſe 
of Mixt-Communion, Ubus excellently gloſſeth. 3% bi” In 

&« Not-only'3s much as can'be'to have 'no Converſation with 
< him id Civil Matter$;-( though" forhe"wuſſt be had whilt we 
«live in this World ) but alſo.--and%mhore efpecially ts avoid 
* Communion with him in Religious ExerGſes, | 

Min, But be' goes on, and tells yok bow that is"to be" done,” not by 
the forſaking the Church ouy 'ſelves (faith he) but by doing out #t+ 
moſt endeavours our | ſcebves to caſt bim'out, >! | 

Patiſh. 1 grant he doth ſay. fo, and that he quotes v. 13; for _ 
his Purpoſe, Therefore put away from: anviongſt your \felves that wit« 
* ked Perſon. Now Sir, were it now in the Power of the Com- 
monity ( as it feem it then was Y and were the Major part of the 
Church ſuch as they could put aw:y. from amongſt themſelves ſuch 
\nororious- Offeaders, | you -wovJdr Objed* well : 'But 1 pray Sir, 
how ſhonld we put them'our? 'We' muſt Commence: a ſvit- a+ 
eainſt him in the Biſhops Corti, and"there'be at Libels, Alleg a 
tions, Anſwers, Exceptions,” InterYop atottes, and In teſtes, teſtes & 
in bos, &c. it may b* a. Year,/'and at hft it may be haie our L5- 
bels caſt out, and five or fix PoundsCharge givenagainſt vs (for it 
is no eaſie Matter to'get Judgment apainſt #py'thar is m6 Schiſma- 
tick ). Do you think Sir, God'tequires' avy ſich" Thing'at our 
Hands ? Nay, it may be;\hewilPapped from 'the'Senrertee if it 
be given for vs, and make it 'coſt 'uy*#n 1001. more; theſe are 
all the endeavours we eat uſe, and all this while, whether: = 
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” The Caſe. of Mixt-Commonion. 
Pariſh. Sir, | very; well know he doth, dut if by externg] Fro- 
feffion, he doth not mean being Baptized ; he croſſeth all Men who 
hold that Perſons Baptized are Members of tbe Church, neither 
| know that any Miniſter of rhe Qhurdh of. England requireth 
But you know that the Law requires, that they tbe [3:x- 

teen Tears of Age, therefore Children muſt not be admitted, 

Pariſh, Sir, our Qyeſtion is not about-the Zaw, but about the 
Right of all that are Members of a Church, to the external Pri- 
V i ip in a Church, gives 
all Members a right to all external Priviledges of the Church, till 
they have forfeired them, and be actually excluded ? 1 affirm it 


theſe are C 


berſbip. | | 
Fits I pray from what ſhall the Right of any then ariſe ? 
Pariſh. From their Ability to diſcern tbe Body of Chriſt, and in 
a ſpiritual Senſe to eate bis Fleſh, and drink bis Blood, and to ex- 
* - amine themſtliues, whether they be in Chriſt or ao, &c? 
Min. - How can any\Governours of a Church Judge of this ? | 
Pariſh. Sir, I grant none can, therefore | think none ought 
to be forced to a Sacrament. But yet they may Judge, Whether 
Perſons bave Knowledge enough to diſcern the Lords Body ? if 
.-would but take pains to Diſcourſe with them; and as well refu 
ignorant Perſoas as-they'do Children, and Fooks, and Lanatichs, 
when''as the Reaſon "why Children ( being Members of the 
Church ) are kept from that Holy Table,-is, becauſe they can- 
not examine themſelves, nor diſcern. the Lords Body, They 
-may alſo judge of the Tree by the Frait. If they fee aay that live 
leud and notorious Lives, they may judge they wart Faith, and 
"cannot in that Ordinance eat the Fleſh, or drink the Blood of 
Chriſt, This is, Sir, all that I plead for, that Perſons notoriouſly 
spnorant, or ſean have no preſent Right to the Holy Table, 
t ought to be excluded, though they be Members of the Church, 
and not aQtually Excommunicated. 
Wd Neig bbour ! 1 —_ _—_ we muſt ue you this, and fo 
wake you amends, - for your ſo friendly agrecing the firſt Propoſition with 
MS ; 74 not think that Authors ſecond Propoſition is defenſuble. The ig- 
nor ant 


- Pariſh. 1 do indeed (Sir, agree with y6v, that 'no Sbul can be 
defiled, 'but by the not doing -its Duty, and that-if I have once 
done my Duty, Lam free from-any defitement by the. preſence of 
naworthy Perſogs, but 'Sir, hete arjſe two: Queſtions. |. 11:»Wbe- 
ther in many Pariſhes, thi. number" of thoſe "who ' are above Sixteen 
Years. of Age, and ſufficiently ſcandalous, nd yoga, as it is im- 
poſſi ble that 1 ſhould do my Duty to them? 2. any Law of 
God obligeth me to continue in ſuch a Communion, where 1 cannot diſ- 
charge my Duty to the Members of it ? T 

Min. Wheyein do you. think then:your Duty lies towards thoſe that 
you.make one Bread, and one Body ? 

Pariſh. Sir, it is ſo excellently expreſſed by the Author of the 
Caſe of Mixt-Communion, that I ſhall but repeat his Words, p. 24. 
ſhewing, what Men ſhould do, that they might not be Partakers 
of other Mens Sins, MIL 

Firſt, (He ſaith ) they are frequently to. exbort and adviſe them, 
Heb: 3. 1 3: Chap. 10. 24. C7 Fw 4 | 

'Secondly, They are prudently,with much Affe@ion,to admoniſh and 
reprove them, Lev. 29.17. Gal.6.1. 

Thirdly, They are to bewail their Sins, and to pray for their Refor- 
motion, \Ezek, 9.4. Philip. 3.18, "2.37 

Fourthly, They are 40 avoid as much as they can.) their Com- 
pany, —_— all familiarity with them, 2 TheC:3.44-:\ 

Filth , If Private, and often \dmomitions by himſelf, or before 
one, or two more will not dv, they. are then-to tell the Church. of them, 
that by its more Publick Reproofs,. the ſcandalous Member may be re- 
claimed, or by its juſt Cenſures cut off from the Communion, Matth. 
18, 17. Fi 'Þ | 
. Idoagree Sir, that the Worthy Author of that Caſe, hath ſpo- 
ken like a Divine, in ſaying, That sf a Private Chriſtian bath done 
all bis Duty towards any, whom be knows to be ignorant, or ſeanda- 
lows in the Fariſh where he Lives, . and yet the Officers will admit bin 
to the Lords Table, be may yet freely goiand communicate, his Soul 
is not defiled by the Preſence of others. But Sir, 1. In this 
Caſe the Fellowſhip or Communion 1s defiled;'; 2%, You know as the 
World is now debauched, This is a Duty impoſſible for any Per- 
fon to perform, when the Pariſh conſiſts of $500. or 1000. or 
10000, Perſons, that are Sixteen Years of Age, - Aud Sir, will 
you as a Divine tel] me, that it is my Duty to continue in a Com- 
munion thus dehfiled, and'in which-it is impoſſible I ſhould per- 
form that Duty which lies upon me, that I may keep my ſelf pare, 
by not partaking of other Mens Sins, 1 Tim. 5. 22. Min! 
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"Pariſh. But Sir ou oye Bate to defend what the Apoſtle 
faith, -1 Cor. 5.11, and x Tim. 5. 22. 

Min, 7 tel you, they mu be firſt Excommunicated, but the 
ſame Autboy tells 25. That our Church bath given every 
Munſter of 191 pars 
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4 The Caſe of Mixt-Communion. 
doth this ſigaifie, if the Curate will not exerciſe = ſach Pow- 
er? 3. Burt Sir, neither doth the Rabrick give an Pow- 
er to the Pariſh Minifter, than to the giving of the Sa- 
crament to ſuch a Perſon for fourteen Days, within which'Time 
he muſt inform the Fiſhop, that is, he ouſt as a Promoter pre- 
fer a Libel againſt the ſaid ſcandalous Perſon in the 5 
Court ( which it may be is kept at Forty Miles diſtance from 
him ) there he muſt attend, thither he muſt bring Witneſſes to 
rove his Charge, and it may be after a Years Attendance, he 
ll have Sentence given againſt him for his Zeal, and be con» 
demned to pay ſeven or eight Pounds : Or if be hath a Sentence 
given for him, The guilty Perſon ſhall Appeal ( though con- 
emned ) to the Arches, if he be again condemned there, he 
ſhall Appeal to the Delegates, and the poor Miniſter after ſpend- 
ing 50. or 1001. ſhall it may be, get one motorious Off :nder ſe- 
cluded from the Lords Table : Suppoſe there be (to {peak mo- 
deſtly ) but 3o. or 40. ſuch Offenders amongſt Ten Thouſand 
Communicants, whea ſhall the Miniſter have done ? You know 
Sir, I tell you how the Law is, judge you now what the Power 
given ſignifies, but only ro make Matter of Diſcourie ? All this 
while, the conſcientious Chriſtian is commanded with ſuch not to 
eat, 1 Cor. 5.11. yet muſt eat with them. I adjure you Sir, as you 
7 . 5 of Chriſt, do you, can you thiok this is the Will 
O 

Min. Well, ſay what you will, not ſeparate, and run to 
other Congregations and Ln ot - Lap The Adttog of the Caſe of 
Alixt-Communion tells you, That our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
. kept Judas Company, after they knew him to be a Traitor, and 
Abel and Cain ſacrificed together, and Elkanab, and Hangb 
worſhipped together with Z//s debaucht Sons, p. 27. 

Pariſh. 1 know Sir, he faith ſo, but there is not .one Tirtle of 
what he ſaith to be proved, Judas till he received the Paſſover, 
was not diſcovered to be a Traytor. TJobet tells us, that immedi- 
ately after be received the Sop be went out, John 13. 30. We indeed 
read, Gen. 4. 3, 4. That Cain offered, and Abel ſacrificed, but 
how doth it appear they did it together, and if they did, how 
doth it appear, that Cain at that Time was a ſcandalous Sinner ? 
Ejkanab and Hanah ſacrificed in Shilo where Els was (who was a 

ood Man) and it is ſaid Hopbni and Phinebas were there, but 
ow doth it appear, that they at that Time were ſcandalous ? 
Or, 2. That Elkanah and Hanab (living at a great diſtance ) 
did 
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it is done, that 1 may keep cloſe to Diwwe Inſtitutions ;, om a 
Societies are no Divine Inſticutions, 1 am fore not eating with . 


ſeandalaws Sinners is a Divine Jnftitution, 1 Cor.y. 11. and.fo 
owned, by all the | Charches 4n_the Wot os ever were, in any” 
Order, Sir, I ſhall not make Compariſons of Sins, but cogſfider- 


ing that Drankenneſs, Whoredom, and Theft, are moral Sins, which 
have 


16 _ . The Caſe of Mixt-Communlon. 
have in thett| ati invate Torpitude and Filthineſs,” and are much 
againſt the Light and Law of Nature; I think you do raſhly com- 
pare with them an "A# concerning, which it is dif vtable, whe- 
ther it be a Sin or a Duty; if I muſt not eat with ſcandalous Sin- 
ners, Tam ſure I muſt forbear to eat; if this be what you call-Sepa- 
ration, it muſt be a'Dilty, nota Sin, 0 | Mp Oe 

Min. 'To# ought to wait till ſuch Perſons be caſt out by the Church 
in a Regular way, otherwiſe you are a Schiſmatick 7” © | 

Pariſh, Sir, there is a Rule .in our Law, | which I always 
thovght vety reaſonable. That no Man ſball take advantage of 'Þis 
"own Errors, God Sir hath ( as You ſay ) ſet youover the Chure 
in out Pariſh, and the Biſbop over the whole Dioceſs ; if the ig- 
»ordnt, and ſcandalous be not caſt ont, or at leaſt ſecluded from 
the Holy Supper, it is yout, fault, to whom you confeſs the 'Law 
of the Land, .as well as the'Law,of God, hath given, a: Power to 
ſhut them out ; if it hath not 'given you' a Power, 1 am fare it 
hath given the Biſhop a Power, the Law hath dire&ed you'to kee 
ſcandalons Perſons from 'the Lords Table for the preſent, iy 
enjoined you in Fourteen Days to certifie the -3#hop.. ' That 
there tiyeth one ſcandalous Sinner in any Pariſh not 1o' certified, 
is your fault, if being certified, if he- is not ſecludeA,' it is the 
Props fault : It is very unreaſonable you ſhould rake Advantage 
foch 


our own Errors, to reproach' us” for Schiſmaticks, ''Were all 
ſecltided, we ſhould not ſcruple coming: vpon the Account 
of a' Mixt-Communion : But if you will not Watch over, the 
Flock committed to your truſt, nor be at the Trouble or- Charge 
which the Law direfts, is'it ovr favlt or yours, that 'we'do not 
- "come? 'You will not execute your Duty, but tell 'us we inuſt ſtay 
with'you until you do, and'for'ought we fee, we may ſo ſtay as 
long as we live. | wa 

Min. 7 know of no ſuch ſcandalous, or ignot art” Perſons, 

Pariſh. 1 pray Sir, what. do you call ſcandal ? The Apoſtle 
calls Fornicators, 'Covetous Perſons, Idelaters, Railers, Drumkards, 
Extortioners, ſuch, 1 Cor, 5.11. Our Liturgy in its Exbortation 
to the Communion, calls Blaſpbemers. of 'God, bindereys 'and 'ſlande- 
rers of bis Word, or that be in Malice, and Envy, or im any other 

evous Crime, Suppoſe he be prophane, and common-Swear- 
10g, or curſing, or lying, or- Sabbath-breaking, &c. Now Sir, 
-if you know all the Perſons in your Pariſh, 1 Appeal” to your 
Conſcience, do you know none ſuch that are above 1i$teen Years 
of Age? For jz»orant Perſons, did Sir, you ever Diſcourſe with 
them 


214-60 of 1 Re” 17 
them all about ery uit ff oneganuntts ©" IRR YA 
—_— by Chriſt, -if you did not, how ſhould you know 

em 
"Min. II do not know them to be ignorant [ may adminiſter the 
Lards Supper to' them, © 

\, Pariſh. Sir, the Apoſtle faith, That Miniſters re Stewards of 


rig oe of Chriſt, of wbom'it 1s that they ſhould be faith» 
pray Sir, wherein licth the fait Goods, record = 
to 


FT. lei his giving out his Maſters CR 
et 
Min.''Fes it doth, but bow do we! ds otherwiſe ? | ; 
Pariſh. Suppoſe Sir, that a Nobleman'ſhould truſt iv Steward 
with a Summ of Money, commanding him to give it out-to the 


; ; 


Poor of ſuch a Town. ' This Steward gives it out to all: poor 
People that .come to him, never whether A of 
ſach' a Town; yea or no : Is this __ 
will ir'excuſe him to his Maſter, afterwards accuſin "2h 
I did not know- but that ſuch arid ſuch Ply ſons were of *y a 
Min, How do you apply this? 
Pariſh. Sir, the Ordinance of this {is an Ordinance 
which Vs 'bath berruſted you as his "to 
to ſach as'can' examine themſelves, toiſuch gg-ean tirds 
Body, to ſuch \as have competent Meaſurs' Ong ny 
they can underſtand what do: And to\ſach- #s/y6u' 
good an Evidence as you can have, that they are not ſuchas ſhall 
eat and drink Damnation to themſelves. Can youthink Sir, that 
your taking no Careto inform your ſelf; ſhall be excuſed-to « 
Lord:and Maſter another Day, , by ſiying, Lord's "=. ths 
but all my - Pariſhioners were [+ 2b" ni 5 2 
Min. 7 muſt judge cbaritably, py Pk be ot 5-11 mw 
Pariſh. Six, 1 have ſeen Juſtice Agoaned nt but Cboriy fs 
ways pictured ſeeing, - It is woful Charity that judgeth a' 
ons fcandalons 'Swearer, or Curſer,/ or Drunkard, &c.'is Perſos fic. 
"Min Ly i th what 7 d yY 
; Min. Nei f at ts I do, mot you! 
Duty, apa whe my oor” 
Pariſh. In many Caſes I know'l may, in this | canoe, for iris 
my Duty, wot to cat the [Lord's with thoſe' who have' =o 
'n bt-ro0eat' i & iy you will not keep away, though you con- 


fels:ybu: have. Power to-do it; '1 ranuot them away, 'theres 
fore if 1 will 'obey' God, F muſt 4 ng. ſelf. TN V7" 


Ld * 
=—_ : 


18 The Caſe of Mixt-Communion. 
Min. Was there ever any Church in the World, that bad not in it 
many cloſe Hypocyites? , 

Pariſh. Sir, who ever ſaid that Hypocrites were to be excly- 
ded ?. Do you call. common Swearers, and Curſers, Drunkards, or 
Sabbatb-breakers, Hypocrites ? Who” pleadeth for- more- than the 
Excluſion of theſe ? Such as dare ont-vy the Heatbens themſelves, 
and challenge God to dams them, that commonly Scoff at all Re- 
ligion and Godlineſs, and live without God in the World; you 
know Sir, we cannot walk the Street hearing the Voice of pro- 
phane Swearing, and Curling, are theſe Men Hypocrites ? 
Where is in them the leaft Appearance of Religion? They pro- 
claim their Sins as Sodows. 

Min. Are not Hypocrites the worſt of Men, and ſuch as ſhall bave 
the deepeſt Portion m Gods Wrath ? Are tbey not as bad as Swearers, 
and Drunkards ? and by the ſame Reaſon tq be kept away ? = 

Pariſh. Sir, That diſſembled Piety - is dowble Iniquity, 1 have of- 
ten heard, and do believe, / but Sir there is a difference berwixt 
Sins that are to be puniſhed, and ſhall certainly be puniſhed by 


God : And Iniquities to be puniſbed by the Judge, whether Civil or 


Eccleſiaſtical. Hypocriſie 1s not a Sin to be puniſhed by the Fudge, 
but p25 to Rs Inbaa—ns of God, "4s 

Min. You bave no Ground for Separation from any Example in 
the Old Teſtament or in the New, mhere do » ouiread of any of the 
Jews, that ſeparated from the reſt, though there nere amongſt them 
ſome that were bad enough. | 

Pariſh. Six ! God bimfelf told Elijah that be bad left to bimſelf ſe- 
ven Thouſand in Iſrael, which had not bowed Knees to Baal, nor kiſ- 
ſed bim, 1 Kings 19. 18, And theſe the Apoſtle proves the Peo- 
ple in Jſrael, whom God fereknow, whom God had. reſerved, - 
Rom.-11: 2, 4+ 
- Mig. But you do not read, they went to Conventicles, t 
would not bow to Baal, they did not ſet up an oppoſite Worſbip ? 

Pariſh., Sir, 1 do not indeed read they did, but1 read there of 
an hundred Nonconformiſts Miniſters together, that one Man 
kept with Bread and Water in a Cave, 1 Kings 18. 13. And I 
cannot but think, ſome I»formers had made them hide, for pro- 
phecying at Meetings now called Conwemticles, Sacrifice they could 
Bot any where but at Hieruſalem ;, but in all Times Sir, they 
wbo feared the Lord ſpake often together, and a Book of remembrance 
was written before bim, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon bis name, and they ſhall be mine ( ſaith the Lord of 
| Hoſts) 


"* "" , : 


The Caſe of Mizt-Comar 
s) i that when 1 make Fewel:, and { will pare them 
Go diet 3-16. Our Sir, | fad fa Seriptars another £7 of Abe” 
confarmiſts mach Ancienter. Indeed in David and Solomons Time 
there was none, for David | cloſe to the Rule God had 
Ned in bis Writing by bie Hand opew me; chi is ext 
89 and in | me ; this 

nn Fis Patras of i AG cds Sit la the lattet Yeary 
of Solomon, he tolerated Idolatry, bur till for ought we find any 
where, the true Religion was the Religion of the Nation. But 
in Fcroboam's Time, there were. a great many Na-con, T pray 
Sir, ſte 2 Chron. 11. 13, 145 t5, 16; And the Prieftt, and the 'Lit- 
vites that were in all J/varh reſarted to bim C—— Out 


executing the Priafts Offee to the Lord. 
—_ ——_ 


«© Min. But Sr, 
were net to offici 


"of 
tre Sir, we 


muſt bave no Communion with - ]dolaters. 
Parifh, \ pray Sir, how did the Tfaeclites know, that Ferohbo- 
ams hens | the'ttue God before the Calves, was Idallatry? 
Did Jerolvam velithetr i ?- Or did they judge of it' theniſelves, 
and ſo judging,' feparaced from ir ?. 1f the; latrer,. then we may 

{till do the like. | 7 yer ob 40: 4 
Mig. Nei ! who'deni t Separation fron -A 4 
im Cafe of Idolatry + avs, tht is the' meaning of thoſe Texts, 

2 Cor. 6. 17. Reviis.\g. --- 2961 7 1.052 . cab 
Pariſh. But Sir, how ſhall we'ever know} 'whar\ is, or ' is/ftor 
Idolatray, if.we be bound in. Martcrs'of: Worſhip t& o0bey'ouor Sn- 
C 2 periours ?” 


w#. 


1g © 


20 The Caſe of Mixt-Communion. 
periors.? Do you think they will ever call their own Worſhip 
Idolatry? 1f we our ſelves may be Judges in that Caſe, as to 
our own Practice, then, if we ſo judge, we are obliged to ſe- 
ate. I confeſs, Sir, 1 am not of their Mind who think'io ; 
ut you cannot but know, that ſome very Learned "Men, both 
of this Nation and Scotland alſo, have ſpoken very ſmartly in this 
Caſe. I pray, Sir, have you read. Mtare Damaſcenum, - or Gil- 
liſpy's Engliſh Ceremonies, or Parker of the Croſs ? 
* Sir, If we may our ſelves, as to our own Pradtice, judge 
what is /dolatry, and may lawtully ſeperate from Idolaters, it is 
as much as many will ask. But TI, Sir, muſt ask more, (for I 
do not think there is any Idolatry in your Communion.) 1 would 
gladly know how Chriſtians come clothed with a Power to judge 
as to their own PraQice, what is, or is not. /dolatry, and to ſe- 
parate from ſuch as they judge 1dolaters, and yet to want a Pow- 
er $0 ſeparate from them, who in a leſſer Degree, they judge to 
violate the Law of God in the:Matters-of his. Worſhip. 1 mean 
not totally to ſeparate ( that I own none ought to do, but from 
bdelevere) but to ſeparate from them, as to the PraQice ( with. 
them ) of thoſe Things, wherein they judge them to err. 
Min. Thoſe you mention, 2 Chron. 11. 26. Only. ſeparated from 
Rebe}s, Jeroboam was a Rebel, bus ' Commands in Matters of Wor-- 
ſhip were not to he obeyed; 4 T9 
Pariſh. What. ever Jerobeam at firſt was, he was no Rebel at- 
that time, but by God confirmed in the Ki _ for 2 Chron, 
11.4. God by his Prophet tells Reboboam, [T bis thing is done: of 
me ; and Reboboam, in” not going againſt him; is, v. 4. ſaid, to 
obey the words of the Lord\...So that at that time Jeroboam was a 
lawful Prince, ( for \ſurely,God hath.-Power to make one to be 
ſo:) Being ſo, he had as much Power to command in Matters 
of Worſhip as any Prince can have. . He tells the People, 1 Kings 
12. 28, That it was too much for them to go up to Hieruſalem;, and 
ſets up two Calvs, not requiring the People 'to worlthip them, 
but only to worſhip Jehowab before them;\.and ſo the People 
"underſtood it, as appeareth, 2. 30. And this: thing became, a ſin 
for the people went to worſhip before the one, even to Dan, v9? Ups 
on this, thoſe that feared the Lord, out of- all the Ten Tribes, ſepa- 
rated from Feroboam, and went. up te Hierxſalem. Neither js it 
"aid, tbat thoſe that clave to the Houſe of David went, but thoſe 
that ſet their Hearts to ſeek the Lord-Gbd 'bf their Fathers, went, So 
as clearly they went vport the Account of Religion, -- " 
| in, 
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22 The Caſe of Mixt-Communtion.' 
Pariſh, That is, he did-not wholly-caſt off 'Communion with 
the Jewiſh Church, but kept maion- with thea in all thi 
amongſt ! them, which were of his Father's Inſticution,- bue: 
nothing elſe ; for he would not ſo much as touch at their Trg- 
ditions, nor religiouſly waſh bis Hands with 'thems before be. did cap 
Aeat. For my. own part, 1 have nothing to ſay for thoſe thay 
will aot do as much, What | are they that will not 
hear the Scriptures-read and opentd* in the Church of England, 
eſpecially if fuch Miniſters as they have-good Thoughts of a Li-. 
berty to open them, and to preach. to | way Prove. Sir, ' that 
our Saviour had a further Communion with the Jewth Charch, 
than in ſach As,as were accotding to his Father's Pt;ution; and 
you ſay ſomething ; bat otherwiſe: you! ſay m_—_ : For it is 
moſt certaia that our Saviour did not tie up himſelf to that Com- 


munion, ap-prmgand 
Corinth 


Min. Tox read of Corruptions in the Churches of Rome 
and other Places, but you read of #0 Sepavations from thoſe Churches, 
nor any Apoſtolical yg injoining any ſuth thing. | 

Pariſh. This Sir I often hear ©id, with no Truth at all, 
Rom. 16. 17, Mark tbem which make Dryviſions amongſt you, contra» 
yy to the Doftrine which you have Learned, and avoid them. There 
1s a Precept for Separation from MHeretieks, and ſuch as 'bring 
falſe: Pofiyme. - 1'Cor.'$. 11. If any Man that is called a Brother, 
be & Forriicavov, [or Covetous, of an Holater, or a Rater, org Drunk- 
ard, or an Extortioner, with fach an oke, no not to eat, There-is 
a Precept for Separation in receiving the Lords Supper, as -well as 
to Civil Communion, that is not neceſary with ſcandalous Sin- 
fiers : 2 Theſ 3.6. Now we command you Brethren, in the Name 
our Lord Jeſas Chriſt,' that you withdraw your felves from every Bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly, and not . after the Traditions which be 
bath yeceived from us. ' 2 Tim. 3. 5, Having a Form of Godlneſs, 
but denying the Power thereof from fr," turn away. ( 

Mia. You have now mentioned two Texts plainly againſt your ſelves, 
the Truth is,” they are the two Texts upon which our Church: doth chief= 
ly proceed againſt you by. Excommunication ;, becauſe - walk not af- 
ter- the Traditions off the Church, and becanſe you bave a Form 0 
Godlineſs, and deny the Power of it ;, creeping into Houſes, and. leat 
ing Captive filly Women, laden with Sins, led away with divers Luſts, 
as it follows there, 2 Tim. 3. 6. 

Pariſh. 1 know Sir, they do talk of thoſe two Texts, to ve- 
ry little Purpoſe in the firſt, they have nothing to help them, 
bur 


Pope G 
Azgumment 


with divers Lats: Then Gaſpeh who deſire to live 
to the Power of Godlineſs, may not, im a Time when they are, ſuf+ 
fired to preach no where 6 e make uſe gate. Ho | 
exciſe their - Miniſtry, $0. per ſwade Men to repent of 
tare to God, 1s ng this-brave Logick Sir. "SS 
Min, Come, come, Neighbour, you reſt all upon thoſe Texts, 
1 Cor. 6.17. Rev. 18, 4. Come out frons among and be ye 
ſeparate ſaith the Loyd, which the: Author. of the Caſe, of Mdixt- 
p fir if TE et 
: Paryh.' Sir, if we. witgive you leave to make our. | [s 
is your favlt 5; if you do not Anſwer them ſufficiently, bat L pray 
Eh lf erm anni res fo 
Min. He fait are to f coming out from thoſe 
that were Heatbeniſh 1dolaters, and Chriſtian Aſſemblies are not ſo. 
Then he tells;you, that the unclear, Thing, they were; forbidden 
to touch, was the aborwinable Pradices of the Heatheas-4 the Hore 
fhip of therr Gods. | " | a , 
Pariſh. We grant it Sir, that the Apoſtle there only. mention- 
eth a Separation from 1dolaters, and we do grant that the Church 
of England is no Idolatrous Chargh; but t pray Sir, wherein was 
the /dolatry of the Heathens worſe gonlge tree v nos. 
ia worſhipping read, or wherein way the /dolatry 9 oboam 
worſe than the Idolatry of the Papiſts, or any others who Wore 
ſkip the true God, but before a» Image, or any Creature exciting 
their Worſhip, for it was impoſlible they. ſhould ever think twe 
Calves made of Earth, or the Repreſentation ( rather.) of twe 
Calves,” could be the Similiznde, or- Repreſentation. of the'gne '/ 5- 
Ying God, the Calves were no; more then Motzves, or Monitors, 
or Remembrancers of them in their Worſhip of the true God, 
Be- 


24 The Caſe" of MIx#Cormititon. 
Beſides Sir, what needed the Apoſtle to have minded the Corin- 
tbjans to come out from Perſons, if his meaning had been only, 
that they ſhouJd not touch the anclean Thing ? But to make this 
buſine$s ſhort Sir. we do not look upon” the Church 'of Znyland 
as Idolatrous, and therefore' do' not ' tvtally forbear Communion 
with Her ; but we look upon ſeveral Things done by fome that 
are Miniſters in that Church, as 'E#rors js Worſbip ;, and there- 
fore think we have Reaſon to [*yivate partial as to thoſe things 
which we judge God hath forbiddert'vs, and therefore we in- 
fiſt on the other Texts, 1 Cor. $. it. 2 Tim. 3.5. 2 Theſſ, 
3.6. "wy SOIC FAY | 
Min. Thoſe Texts are no more to your Purpoſe than the other, for 
thoſe Precepts are given to the Offiters of the Church, not to particu- 
lar Chriſtians. —_— 

Pariſh. Indeed ſomething may 'be ſaid\ in Defence of this, - as 
to 2 Tim. 3:5. becauſe the' Epiſtle 'was' wrote to Timothy, biit 
no ſuch Thing can be proved as to the other Texts, the firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corintbians, as appear frot Chap. 1. 1, 2. is writ- 
ten Unto the Church of Corinth, to them that are ſandified in Chriſt 
Jeſus, called to be Saints;, and 1 this Point he faith, Chap. 5. 4. 
When ye are gatbered together and my Spirit, 'with- the Powey of ver 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch a. one to Satin. And' ver, 13. 
Put away from among your ſelyes that wicked One. The ſecond E- 
piſtle to the Theſſalonians, is direted to the Church of the Theſ- 
ſalonians, nor is it poſſible, that the Apoſtles Exhortation, Chap, 
3. 6. ſhould be more reſtrained to-Officers, 'then any other yer 
in the Epiſtle is. It is the Chwreh there, which 'the Apoſtle 
ſeverely commandeth in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt to withdraw from 
every Brother that walketh diſorderly. And that this is not tobe tin- 
derſtood of Goal Sins, —_ from ver. 11, where idle Perſons, 
and ſuch as work not at all, and are buſze Bodies, are deſcribed to 
be diſorderly Perſons. Admit Sir, they did concern Governours 
of the Church in the firſt Place. Suppoſe they will not do their 
Duty, do you think that the Members of the Church ought nor 
to do theirs, Pet | 

Min. Without doubt ( Neighbour )) but ſtill you ſuptoſe it the Du- 
ty of Private Members of a Church, to withdraw from any of the 
reſt of the Members, though not caſt out. 

Pariſh, 1 pray Sir, ( that we may not looſe our ſelves by run- 
ning out-of one thing into another? let us conſider, how tar we 
agreed, 1, Weare agreed, that Baptiſm, and a viſible Profeſ- 
Lon 
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fioa of the Goſpel, not contradidted by a notorious Converſati- 
on, is enough to make a Perſon a Member of the viſible Chorch, 
though he wants true, and real Holineſs; becauſe Man can judge 
no er then from the outward Appearance; this was the 
Subſtance of what the Autbor of the Caſe of Mixt-Communion ſaid, 
under his firſt Propoſition, 2. We are agreed, that every a&u- 
al Member of the Church, bath wot eo nomine «pon that Account, a 
preſent Right to the Lord's Supper. Children, and Fools, and Per- 
ſons that have no uſe of their Reaſon have no ſuch Right, be- 
cauſe they cannot diſcern the Lord's Body, nor examine themfelves, 
and the Caſe is the ſame for all Perſons ignorant of the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Religion; things neceſſary to be known, that People 
may underſtand what they do when they eat and drink at the 
Loras Table, No more have Perſons notoriouſly ſcandalous any 
Right, by which 1 mean ſuch as are not Secret Hypocrites, but 
live in Courſes of Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Prophane Curſing, Un- 
cleanneſs, or any other grievous Sin. I have ſhewed you, that 
is the Judgment of our Church, and the Author of the Caſe of 
Mixt-Communion grants it up and down; p. 12, 13. and p. 37. 
Evil Mea ( faith he) till they repent have nothing to do there. 
3- We are agreed, that the Officers of the Church ought to ſeclude all 
ſuch. 4. It is agreed, that with us ia England, by the Laws, 
Canons, and Conſtitutions of our Church; every Miniſter of a 
Pariſh bath a Power to refuſe all ſcandalous, and notorious Sinners, 
from the Lords Supper. So faith the Autbor of the Caſe of Mixt- 
Communion, Þp. 25. So faith the Author of the Perſwaſope to 
Communion, Þ. 32. and every Biſhop hath a Power to keep fach 
away, till they give Evidence of their Repentagce, as appears 
by the Rubrick, 5. I preſume alſo you will agree, that there is 
hardly any Pariſh, ia which are not more thea two, or ten Per- 
ſons above ſixteen Years of Age, which are grofly ignorant, or 
ſcandalous, 6. It mult alſo be agreed, that de Tatho uch Perſons 
are not excluded. 7. It muſt alſo be agreed, That for 
Years laſt paſt, though ſuch Power bath been agreed, and eſtabli 
yet there is uo Care taken, nor that we ſee like to be taken, to keep a- 
way all ſuch, as are confeſſed to bavs nothing to do at- that Ordi- 
nance, more then if they were Heathens. 8. It iS alſo agreed, That 
the Primitive Chriſtians, did not ſtay for a formal Sentence was pro- 
nounced againſt ſcandalous Sinners, but looks upon them as ipſo fatto 
excommunicate, and though till that was paſt, they could not be afFu- 
ally ſh 4 out, yet they began to avoid t > Company, and to forbear 
all 
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all Religious Commerce with them. Caſe of Mixt-Communion, p, 
13. 9. It is agreed, that the Text 1 Cor, 5.11. is to be under- 
ſtood, as well of not eating at in Religions Exerciſes, as of baving 
no familiar Civil Converſation with them. The only thing theg 
in Difference betwixt us, is this. 10. Whether conſcieatious 
Perſons, may not 1n 4 fulfilling of the Apollles Precepts, 1 Cor. 
5.11, 2 Thef. 3.6. Seeing that Miniſters will got fulfil their 
Duty in this Particular, thongh they have a Power to do it, re- 
fuſe to eat at the Lord's Table with ſuch Perſons, judging them ( as 
the Primitive Chriſtians ) ipſo facto Excommunicate ;, being yet 
ready to communicate with all Chriſtians in that Parochial So- 
ciety, or any other Congregation, who being in the uſe of their 
Reaſon, and having any Competent Knowledge, live a Life free 
from evident and notorious Scandal; you think Sir they may not, 
I think they may, without any Danger of Schiſm or ſinful Sepa- 
ration, and a juſt fulfilling the Law of Chriſt, who hath betruſt- 
ed no Officers in the Church, with a Power to admit to his Ho- 
ly Table, thoſe who have nothing to do there, and who muſt there 
run the Guilt of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and eat and drink 
Judgment to themſelves, and who though they defile no Perſon 
that is there, and hath done his Duty toward God, and toward 
them ; yet defile the Society where the Officers or Members have 
not done their Duty, and moſt certainly ſpoil every conſcienti- 
ous Chriſtians ſweet and comfortable Communion. 

Mia. This is as great, if not greater Ignorance, than you bave 
diſcovered, yet doth then my Comfort depend upon the Faith and Ho- 
lineſs of another, or upon my own Faith and Holineſs ? 

Pariſh, 1 think 1 have read it moſt truly obſerved by the Author 

of the Caſe of Mixt-Communion, that every Chriſtian is to be 
conſidered in his ſolitary Capacity, or in his Relation to a Church, 
Take him in the firſt Notion, his Comfort doth no way depend 
upon the Faith and Holineſs of another, I very well know that the 
Juſt muſt live by bis own Faith. But his Comfort from an AG of Com- 
munion with others, doth very much depend upon the Faith, and 
Holineſs of others; I mean their Yiſoble or probable Faith and 
Holineſs. Covld ( think you Sir) any Members of a Paſchal So- 
ciety amongſt the Jews, have comfortably eaten the Paſſover with 
a Mixture of Heathens, or legally anclean Perſons what hindred ? 
His Conſcience muſt have continually -been refleting on him, 
thus, / eat this Paſſover with thoſe concerning whom God hath 
commanded no Stranger ſhall eat thereof. No Lepcr, none that 
hath 
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hath touched the dead Body of Man ( till he be cleanſed?) /hall eat 
thereof ;, indeed, if he had not known that any of the Society, 
were ſo, it would not have ſpoiled his Comfort, for a Mans Com- 
fort ariſing from any Duty, muſt ariſe from his Hokneſs in it 
that is, from his doing it according to the Will of God, as we 
with reſpe& to thoſe that he commugicateth with, as to his awn 
rſonal Performance; and certainly Sir, if any Bread ought to 
be eaten with Foy, ifany Wine ought to be drank with gladneſs F4 
Heart, that Bread, that Wine ought to be fo eaten and fo 
drank. Beſides Sir, the Apoſtle tells us plainly, 1 Coy, 10. 17. 
We being many are one Bread, and one Body, foraſmuch as we are 
Partakers of that one Bread. Can any conſcientious Perſon com- 
fortably by partaking of that one Bread, declare himſelf to be 
one Body with Perſons ipſo faFo excommunicated, that have wey- 
tually renounced the Covenant they in their Baptiſm made with God in 
Chriſt, and forfeited Church-memberſhip, and bave loſt all their Right 
and Title to thoſe Bleſſings and Priviledges, which were due to them up- 
on th? Account of their Chovd-ontani by Baptiſm ; as the Author 
of the Caſe of Mixt-Commumon excellently expreſſeth it, p. 13. 

Min. Well Neighbour ! 1 ſee there 1s no end of talking to you. 
We muſt Anſwer you with Dy. P. bis Seal. 

Pariſh. Sir, 1 and others of my Mind are in your Power, and 
what we may do when we come to that, that we muſt either cat 
or be ſtarved; I cannot tel}, but I ſhall never voluntarily, and 
out of choice eat the Lords Supper with thoſe who 1 know bave 
no Right to it, but have forteitetl all their pretended Right ; and 
you muſt know Sir, that this is an unheard of Praftice ia the 
Church of God, warranted by no Precept, no Preſident of Scrip- 
ture, and that the meer Reaſon of my forbearance, .is your not 
doing what is your Duty, and what you ſay you have a Power 
to do, and let God Judge betwixt you and me. 1 may poſſibly 
be thrown into a Goal, and my Wife and Children want Bread, 
while I cannot work for them ; but let the Righteous God judge 
who it is, who pulleth it out of their Mouths; but Sir, 1 beſeech 
you as.a Miniſter of the Goſpel to hear me ( the Colohans were 
commanded to ſay to Archippus take beed to thy Miniſtry ) 1 will 
no more Argue with you, the finfulneſs of theſe Courſes ; but let 
ns conſider a little to what end, or of what Significancy theſe 
Violences are. Suppoſe you could prevail thus with ſome to 
come to the Table of the Lord. Can yau think Sir, that by it 
you will pleaſe theſe Men, more than you will pleaſe God in it, 

D 2 will 
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will they not look upon you as exerciſing a Spiritual Tyranny 
over their Souls ? Will got this way of preventing a preteaded 
Schiſm ( for which there is no preteace, or colour, only you 
have got up an hard Word which in your Senſe is vaiotelligi- 
ble) bring in a moſt evident and notorious Schiſm, lying in a 
bitter batred one of another ? Will not you, and all others that 
do ſo, make your ſelves an batred in the Houſe of your God ? Can 
you imagine, that thoſe you thus deal with ſhould ever commu- 
nicate with you with any Freedom, any ſteadineſs, any more 
than needs muſt? Was there ever yet an Heart changed by a 
Writ de Excom. capiendo, or by a Goal ? You force Men to come 
to Church, can you force them too to miad what you ſay ? Can 
you force them to Love you? Believe it Sir, Love and Sleep 
( as we ſay ) beſt come of themſelves. I am very apt to believe 
Sir, that you will hardly cfte& what you aim at by this, that is, 
to have none in Civil Offices, but ſuch only as you pleaſe : But 

ood Sir, conſider, if you ſee not that Effet of ir, yet what Ef- 
es of it you will certaioly fee, I mean Prejudice: againſt your 
ſelf, that will out-live you. How ſhall my Soul be ever recon- 
ciled to that Man, that will force me to eat and drink Judgment to 
my ſelf? Or to do that which1 cannot do with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence? For my own Part Sir, I am but one Man, and not much 
concerned for a Family of Children that muſt live upon my La- 
bour, and though I think no more lawiul in this Caſe then 0- 
thers do, upon choice, yet it may be apon force, | may think 
more lawful, ſo long as that force holdeth. Excepting 1dolatry, 
I do think very few things unlawful ia the Worſhip of God un- 
der ſome Circumſtances, and that Circumſtance above all o- 
thers. I can communicate with you, ſo that my Suffrage is not 
like to be gained or loſt by this Artifice, but I muſt do it, pray- 
ing God to forgive you, for 1 am ſure you ought to adminiſter 
it to none but are vitibly Worthy, and your forcing me, is what 
will never i»b.nce you in my Thoughts. 

Min, Neigbbour ! What would you bave me do, you know 1 am 
a Perſon under Authority ? 

Pariſh. Sir, if you be obliged ( as truly I think you are by the 
Law) togive it to all that are ſixteen Years of Age, and are 
not ignorant nor ſcandalous. I would have you ſo Catechize and 
Inſtrutt your Pariſhioners nnder that Age, that they may under- 
ſtand all the Priaciples of Religion, this you may do, publickly, 
and from Houſe to Houſe, and you bave Time enough to do it, 
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betwixt the Age of eight or ſixteea; if any refuſe to be ſo in- 
ſtructed, you may Certifie the Names of all ſuch to the Biſhop, 
you may | hope watch over- your Flock, obſerve the Lives of all 
ſuch Perſons as are above ſixteen ; and if you know or fiad any 

uilty of any notorious Crimes, and contiauing in them, you 
fly 4 and you ſay it truly ) that you may refuſe them the Sacra- 
ment, and Certifie their Names within fourteea Days to the #5- 
ſhop; if he will not do his Duty, you indeed are Free ; but if you 
do not, he is Free, and you are Guilty, 

Min. If any one will come and inform me, and undertake to prove 
any notorions Crimes againſt any, 1 ſhall be ready to Certifie, provi- 
ded they will undertake to proſecute and prove. 

Pariſh. Sir, 1 do not think any ſuch thing lies upon your Pa- 
riſhioners as their Duty; 1 do know, that if they know any 
ſuch, they are bound to admoniſh them, once, and again ;, and if 
they go on, they are bound to inform you, and it you deſire 
Prov they are bound to make ir, but they are not bound to 
go and inform the Biſhop ;, that Sir, #s ( by the Law) your work, 
not theirs, nor do I kaow that God's Law doth require any 
ſuch thing of them. 

Min. How then am I bound ? 

Pariſh. As you have taken the _— of the Flock and ſo are 
bound to watch over it, if you had a foreſight of the Trouble, 
and Charge, that (according to our Conſtitution ) would: be 
Conſequeat to it ; you ought -not ( if you thought it not poſſi- 
ble to be diſcharged) to have undertaken it, having undertaken 
it, you are under an Obligation to go through with. it. If the 
Biſhop acquieſceth in your Jodgment, the Work is ſoon done; 
if he doth not, the guilty Perſon appealeth from your AR,not from 
the Pariſhioners. What have they to do more then to inform you ? 

Min. Swrely they muſt prove their Charge, muſt they not ? 

Pariſh. Yes Sir, they muſt prove it to you, but it is more then 
I know, that they are obliged at their own Charge to ride Thir- 
ty or Forty Miles to prove it in an Eccleſiaſtical Court. 

Min. Neygbbour this is a Thing not poſſible to be done ? 

Pariſh. Sir, I do not 1 conteſs think it probable, that it ever 
will be done, bur if it be impoſſible to be done, * it is ( according 
$0 our Conſtitution ) impoſſible the Church ſhould be reformed 
as it ovght to be, according both to the Rules of Scripture, and 
the Rules of our Church alſo: Which I hope bath not made 
Rules for things that are impoſlible, I muſt coafeſs, I thiak this 
can-«s 
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cannot be done without any more Trouble and Charge than any 
Miniſter will undertake ; but then, why ſhould. not the Mini- 
ſters give us leave peaceably to withdraw, providing for our 
Souls as we are able ! 

Min. No Neighbour, you muſt not ſeparate I tell you ? 

Pariſh. 1 tell you Sir, I do not deiire to ſeparate, if I may but 
ſce you doing your Duty, and ſhntting from the 'Lords Supper, 
thoſe whom you confeſs to-have forfeited their Right to it, and 
whom our Church hath told you ought not to come there, and gj- 
ven you a Power ( as you confeſs alſo) to keep them away. If 
Sir, you will nor, I ſhall not take my ſelf to ſeparate from the 
Church, while I withdraw from Communion with you, not keep- 
ing to the Laws of Chriſt, yea, and of the Church too, which 
you own. 

Min. If I do not my Duty, you may and ought to proſecute me ? 

Pariſh. Sir, I know no Law of God obligeth me to a buſineſs 
of ſo much Charge, aad fruitleſs Labour. Thoſe who have becn 
at Pains and great Charge to proſecute Miniſters for more ap- 
parent Crimes than the negle&t of a Doty, have not mer with fo 
good [ncouragement, that I ſhall adventure on any ſuch Thing; 
neither Sir, do I look vpon you as my Paſtor, I never choſe you, 
| never ſubmitted my Soul to your Conduct; though iadeecd 1 
have paid my Tithes to you as the Law requireth, and it may 
be ſomething more, to 1ncourage the Preaching of the Goſpel. 
Sir, I look upon my coming to hear or receive the Sacrament 
with you, or any other not choſen by me, or by me ſubmitted 
to, but as Aft of occaſional Communion ;, which if I were in Hol- 
land, France, Scotland, or New-England, | would afford the 
Churches there, though I owned none of their Miniſters as my 
proper Paſtor : Nor ſhould take my felf ro be concerned in the 
Lives of their Miniſters or People. 

Min. Suppoſe all ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons were kept from 
the Sacrament, would you and other Diſſenters then come to Church 
conſtantly, and hear the Common- Prayer, and the Sermons in your 
Pariſh Church ? 

Pariſh. Sir, for my ordinary, conſtant Communion I owe it 
to the Paſtor, and People, to whoſe CondudF I have committed 
my Soul, by my own Choice, or voluntary Submiſſion, and to no 
other ; for an occaſional Communion I owe it to all Churches in 
the World, not polluted with /dolatry, and from whom God is 
not departed, and by the Grace of God I ſhall ſo long as I live. 

Min, 
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Min. Sir, I bope you will not deny, but that your Superiours may 
chuſe your Paſtor far yau ? 

Pariſh, Sir, 1 will not deny, but my Saperioars may diſpoſe of 
the Glebes, nnd Par ſonage- Houje, or Vicarage in Pariſhes as they 
pleaſe, aud that it is the Superiours Duty, to appoint Miniſters 
to Preach the Goſpel where ſuch are wanting : But for ſetting a 
Paſtor over my Sod, 1 will only as of you, whether you will al- 
low them a Power to determine you to a Wife for your Bed, 
a Phyſician for your Body, a Trade for your Child, a Lawyer 
for your Eſtate, or a Shop where you ſhall buy your Goods. 
When you Sir will allow your Superiour Power in theſe Things, 
I will tel] you, that the Charge, and Welfare of a Soul is Ten 
Thouſand Times more than any of theſe, and the Difference 
betwixt Miniſters is as great, as Women"to be made Wives, or 
Phyſicians, or Lawgivers, or Trades: God in doing good to 
Souls ordinarily not working ia a Miraculous way, but in a ra- 
tional Way, and while 1 live I ſhall hear thoſe Preachers, who 
Preach that DoQrine which to me ap to be moſt true, and 
confirm'd by Scripture, and who confirm their own Dodrine by 
an Holy Life; and alſo, who Preach to me moſt intelligibly, 
and are moſt fitted to my Capacity; though I ſhall neither re- 
fuſe to hear, nor to receive the Sacrament with others who Preach 
the Truth, and adminiſter the Sacrament in any Degree accord- 
ing to the Divine Rule;, though poſſibly I &now ſome others, 'who 
Preach more profitably, and adminiſter the Sacrament (more 
ſtriftly according to Rule. This is all Sir, you are ever © eXx- 
pet from me. 93 

Min. But Neigbbour, wbat do you ſay ta the Common Prayer ? 

Pariſh. Sir, 1 can hear it, and never ſcrupled ſaying Amen, 
to any honeſt Petition in any Mans Prayer. do 1 know -of 
one ſinful Petition in that Colle&ian of Prayers, If any thing! in 
it be defeQtive, I can ſupply it by my own Prayers at home. 
Though Sir, I ſhould not chuſe it, -nor poſſibly uſe it as a Mini- 
ſter.; if I were in that Capacity, I ſhall bardly 1 believe looſe 
Twenty Pound a Month for not hearing the Common- Prayer, but 
rather venture the -loſs of 5 s. or 10s. when 1 have done; or 
before that begins, to hear other Prayers which more pleaſe ne. 
To give you Sir, a certain Rule by which you may know me. 7 
can be preſent at any Worſhip of God, where 1 know nt there is any 
Idolatry, I can beartily join in any Worſtip, wherein 1 am perſwaded 
God is worſhipped according to bis Wilb, or in ſuch Parts of it, as 1 

| know 
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know be is ſo worſhipped in. If I be left to my Liberty, I will not 
cbuſe that Worſhip, as 'to which ( though I have a Latitude) 7 
know many other conſcientious Perſons are not ſatisfied as to their Pra- 
Gice, But if I muſt ſo Worſhip, or be put to Death, or thrown in- 
to a Goal, or be ruined any way ;, if there be no /dolatry in it, I 
can do it, though I ſhall fo do it, as all ſhall ſee I bave mo mind 
to it ; I do not think that any thing in Worſhip leſs then 1dola- 
try, will either juſtifie a total Separation from any Church of 
which we are once Members, or juſtifie a Perſon under great 
Degrees of Sufferings ; though there may be many leſſer failings 
in Worſhip, which may juſtifie a partial Separation ( as to thoſe 
Things ) and it may be ſome more moderate Degrees of Suffer- 
ing. 

Fin, But is there nothing to be done for Peace, and Unity, and 
to keep out Popery. Neighbour ! 

Pariſh. Sir, 1 bave read ſome late Writers, that think there is 
very little danger as to Popery, He who wrote the Reſolution of 
the Caſe about Jymbolizing with the Church of Rome, tells us, p. 
28. Thanks be to God, there is no ſuch Inclination in the Members 
of our Church, to go over to that of Rome, nor bath any ſuch In- 
clination been obſerved ever ſince the Keformation, But however, 
the way to keep Men from it, is to keep as far off itas we can, 
not leaving the Word of God, God himſelf judg'd this the beſt 
way to keep off People from Pagan Idolatry, As to Peace and 
Unity Sir, there is no Sin to be committed for the Purchaſe of 
it. Nor do I underſtand, how I break Unity, becauſe [ do 
not receive the Sacrament at my Pariſh Church, nor ſay the 
ſame Words in Prayer my Neighbour doth; Do not you as 
much break Unity, in not Preaching the ſame Sermons your 
Neighbour Miniſter doth ? Or not poſſibly always read all the 
C.me Prayers, or not at the ſame Place, or in the ſame Poſture? 
I profeſs an Unicy with you in the ſame Do&rine of Faith, and 
in the ſame ſpecifical Ads of Worſhip; as well as in Aﬀedi- 
0:s and Deſagns for the ſame good of the Body Politick ;, Is U- 
nity broken when one at Church prayeth ſtanding, - another 
kneeling, another ſitting ? What do you mean by Unity ? 

Min. 1 mean in Obedience to the Laws ? 

Pariſh. Then it is to be preſumed, that all Conformiſss do 
uniformly obey the Laws of the Church; you cannot but know 
Sir; that you do not obſerve ſuch an Unity your ſelves, ſome 
particular Perſons amongſt you are very high to ——_— 
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Min. We all own the Government by : [ © 
the Common-Prayer ”, and come 'at no Carveurices, 

Pariſh." Now Sir, you have' fd all, 1 know avthing als that 
is fit for me to Name, that you are united in. But (Sir) are 
you all cried: 'that Biſhops are” jure Divino ? Doth the Law ow 
or declare them as ſuch? If it doth not, many Diſſeters can 
low therh jure Hwmdno. There they are then at Ko. wit 


you; you know many { and my ſaf for one), come. 
Common- Prayer, we only differ from you. That, we yz 
the aſſembling of our ſelves together ( as ry manner of ſo but 
exbort one another, and ſo much the more, as we {ee the Nay ap- 
proaching, Heb. 10. + And for Peace, 1 Pray Sir, how,do Dy- 
ſemers in your Pariſh break the Peace of the Gburch, more ig 
ing to hear and receive the Sacrament at fongblr Place, 
Frenchmen, and Dutchmen, or Jeivs, or Pits 5s, Who do the 6 
Thing, yet you do not judge the Peace of the Church broken by 
them ? How come Diſſeters only to be. charged with” breaking 
the Peace of ytoriad, ? , ; ace # 

Min. Well eighbour ) we bave diſcomrſed theſe Points 

h , at the beginning of ov ont A. e ſpeaking I. 1 

Rea ons ' of your forbearance from the Conimunion of 0wr Char ch-in 
Sacrament, 1 would be glad to know all you bave fo [5, Ct 

Pariſh. Sir, | kaow but of Three _ which make any 


ſober Perſons difleat. Some ſcruple the adm Au it by the 
Liturgy, that doth not kety me away, P" ure q fo 
Communion, as to which you have given me bo Site 


that which. you ſay is, That though a Perſog, hath FO 
Knowledpe ) no Right to the Ordinance, or' hath forfei 
Right and hath nothing to do there, yet we are bound to 
Communion with them, till the Governours of the Church have 
caſt: him out; althag2h' it be ia their Po Pt: {© ſhut hahah 
ahd' they never coricern thtmſelves,ja,i ve one & 
bout it, 'This T'can never htieve, at \ you Coon ot 
for it. *3. The Third is Kneeling in the AG of Re <a io 
which (of late) you are growa very ſtri&. 
Min. 7 rbo»wpht that woald come out at laſt, but have you nag ſeen 
that Caſe bandled clearly, as well as the Caſe of Mixt- Fees ?. 
Pariſh, Yes Sir, | have, aid:read jt too.- " | 
Min. / Pray what do you think of it ? © ve 
E 


Pariſh.' 


Pariſh. Sir, | think- of it, as 1.do of MMM 

meet with, where the RHP large. upon mapny, plairſ 
Texts (obvious to every Reader ) but when we come to look 
them ia any difficult Texts, we had juſt nothing ſaid, _ 

Mia. Why 1 pray Neizbbour, what Argument. bath be not anſuec- 
red, brougbt againſt Kneeling ? = _ r 4 

Pariſh. Sir, our Time now is now . much too far ſpent, to .en- 
ter upon that Argument about which whole Books have been 
wrote; and I perceive that Arthor hath looked into ſome of the 
Principal of them; but Sir, I pray give me leave to ask you ſome 
few Queſtions, Is not Knceling there required as a'Religions AG, 

Min. Tes, without donlt, but what then, or nby do you ak. that 

weſtion ? Is it the worſe for that ? | 

Pariſh. Poſſibly 1 may thiak it is, I only ask it, that I may 
diſtinguiſh ir from our Civil Aneclings to Princes, or any other 
Swperiors, Which I do not at all Queſtion. Being a Keligions AZ, 
mult it not needs be a poſture of Adoration. | | 

Min, tis 4 pofture of Rewerence ? 

Pariſl:. 1 pray Sir ſpeak cloſely, in all Adoration there is Re- 
werence, but Adoration ( Sir ) is lomething more then Reverence, 
every one who reverenceth another, doth not adore bim, The 
Soul may Reverence God, in hearing of his Word ; bur yet it doth 
nor adore him'in that AQ. 

* Min: This is a nice Diſtindion, but 1 pray Neighbour ought not 
God to be adored ? 

Pariſh. Doubtleſs, he ought Sir, if you ſpeak of an interna! 
Adoration ( which indeed ſignifies nothing but the inward Reve- 
rence, and” Subjetion of the Soul unto him) itis dueto God at 
all Times : But we are ſpeaking Sir of an external Adoration. 
And in that Senſe, God is not to be adored under all Circumſtan- 
ces.” You know. the Second Commandment, forbids the bowing 
down of our ſelves to an image. 

Min. Do you tate then the Sacrament to be an Image ? 

Pariſh. By 'no'means Sir, but. I take it to be an mmſtituted Repre- 
femtation of the Deatb of Chriſt, and we are bid to receive it in re- 
Membrance of him. It is true, we muſt not compare it to a 
Crucifix uſed in the Pojiſh and in the Latb:ran Churches ( tho? the 
latter will indure no bowing down before it) for it differs in 
the Þnſtitution. Chriſt hath appointed this Ordinance for a re- 
membrance of him, he never appointed thar. Bur Sir, Chrift: 
hath not appointed, that we ſhould receive this Repreſentation 
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many Commentaries, 1 


BOT” 79-75; Wo ata þ>: 
of himſelf in a poſture 
receive | pd pot 
- turned into the on _ have the 


i þ * abſurdly alfirm, "that Chriſt is bods 
0 Boe eſta 
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Pariſh. Very well Sir, vir, but then 


before 4 a nr rea 


ape a if this © ore 
tumble at XKpeeling. 
as a poſture of drain I 
ill ng, of Jig, Aud ner 
Pajift, and all the Lutheran a 

ak 4 1 believe Keeling | 0 "ill, 
ments about that :* But we own io. 
Chriſt, we plex only Our Father | 
confeſs we ovght to adore; but not 10 [all 
Circumſtances, nor F by-a external | 
This Sir is the Scortiſh Miniſters great Aj 
thor of the Caſe, of Kneeling ( as | remenih 
this leads vs into a large Field of 
may ſee ſome ſhort Diſcourſe upon that « 
we may coticlude our Duty, as to the Po 


,Time.(Sir? let us conclude our, Di 
775 ] cannot, ith all Points agree with Oiſor rl fre Fo 
foſe to bear you uſing means ky convince we. "The Lord gab guide 
into all Truth, | 
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